October 2008
Tena koutou
Welcome back to Term 4
Practice Leader update from Angela
Exciting developments have been made over the last few months as the team at National Office have started to revamp the RTLB website which can be now found at http://rtlb.tki.org.nz
On this site you will find documents and reporting forms relating to governance and management issues. The professional practice section is still being developed. We are interested in how useful you find the content and arrangement of information. Feedback can be entered at the site or emailed to rtlb.enquiries@minedu.govt.nz.

From now this newsletter will be published on the TKI RTLB site, except for when we are sending resources to you.
Carmel Hoetawa, National Co-ordinator RTLB, attended and presented at the recent RTLB conference and noted that the range of speakers were varied in topic and most engaging. Carmel would like to pass on her thanks to everyone who expressed positive comments regarding the ministry stand in the exhibition hall which featured information on accessing assistive technology, ASD resources, and information regarding support for students in care of CYF.

The RTLB team at National Office would like to congratulate the South Auckland regional RTLB group for organising the conference. It was a privilege to be part of this conference and we look forward to meeting up with you again at next year’s conference in Nelson.

In My Shoes DVD
Thanks to the energy, leadership and vision of a group of families and whānau, the Promotion of Acceptance and Inclusion for ASD (PAI4ASD) Trust has been established. The trust has developed and released a set of four DVDs, showing young people with ASD at primary and secondary schools, living as Māori, and in the community. The DVD provides the viewer with a glimpse of what it's like to live in the shoes of someone with ASD Used individually or as a set, these short DVDs are a great resource to help raise awareness of ASD, dispel some myths and give some practical ideas. Read more at www.inmyshoes.co.nz.
During Term 4 all RTLB will be sent a copy of the DVD -‘In my shoes’. If your address has changed please notify us by emailing rtlb.enquiries@minedu.govt.nz. 

Effective Interventions for Behaviour Challenges (EIBC) 2009 
In 2007/2008 Ministry of Education Special Education provided this course which was attended by GSE and RTLB.

From 2009 Victoria University will be offering the course to practitioners wanting to further develop their skills in assessment, hypothesis formulation, and the design of effective interventions for children and youth who exhibit severe behavioural challenges.
This course is a 500 level (Masters) paper worth 30 points and runs from March 2 to July 1 2009.  Course participants are required to complete practical casework in addition to attending required block coursework and participating in team professional learning community activities. This course is taught online. Find out more at:
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/home/study/subjects/coursecatalogue.aspx?course=EDUC-508&t=_2009&res=d.
Te Kotahitanga Voices Conference 26-27 November
The University of Waikato - Waikato Management School is hosting the Te Kotahitanga Voices Conference later this year. Currently thirty three secondary schools are participating in the Te Kotahitanga research and development project. The conference details how these schools are improving Maori achievement through engagement with the Te Kotahitanga programme. Contact Aubrey Te Kanawa     (07) 8344632, email aubrey@waikato.ac.nz. 
More information can be found at http://www.tekotahitanga.com/conference/.
Assistive Technology

RTLB can apply for assistive technology to support students on their caseloads gain access to, and participate in, the school curriculum. RTLB wanting to know more can either contact their local Ministry of Education Special Education office to speak with the district technology co-ordinator or call the Special Education Information Line on 0800 622 222 to discuss:
· advice, support and information on assistive technology products 

· support for assessment of individuals needs, requests for advice and recommendations for appropriate assistive technology resources and their relevance to the curriculum 

· resources available for to trial with individuals 

· contact details for suppliers of assistive technology 

· access to assistive technology experts 

· training
For more information about Assistive Technology please refer to the Ministry of Education website http://www.minedu.govt.nz/assistivetechnology  or email cat.help@minedu.govt.nz
Ministry of Education Library

A quick guide for accessing the library service is enclosed. Follow the easy steps to send requests and log into the Education Library website.
Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success: The Māori Education Strategy 2008-2012 
Enclosed is your personal copy of Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success, summary, and bookmarks that highlight key messages for relationships and expectations, learning, whānau involvement and what teachers are saying about the classroom. These resources have been sent to all schools. 

Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success focuses on lifting the performance of the education system for Māori students. It challenges us to recognise that we must all accept ownership, leadership and accountability for significantly improving Māori education. Extra copies of these documents in English and te reo Māori can be requested by emailing ka.hikitia@minedu.govt.nz.
RTLB wanting to read more about research evidence and key education programmes relevant to Māori can request a copy of Ngā Haeata Mātauranga: The Annual Māori Education Report 2006/07 by emailing the above address.
Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success supports RTLB to further develop the professional practice standards outlined in the policy and toolkit. Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success specifically supports professional knowledge, leadership, using interventions and strategies that are culturally appropriate and developing stronger links with Māori agencies.
RTLB can contact Ministry of Education district office to discuss the initiative with key people involved in Ka Hikitia. Regional co-ordinators might consider inviting these people to their next regional meeting. Follow this link to find contact details for district offices

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/SpecialEducation/AboutSpecialEducation/ContactSpecialEducation/NationalAndLocalOffices.aspx   
Pasifika Plan

New Zealand’s Pasifika population is large, diverse and is growing fast. Pasifika people make up an increasing proportion of New Zealand’s paid workforce. We need to deliver Pasifika students a high-quality education that fits their needs, their culture, and their aspirations. 

For all these reasons, the Pasifika Education Plan 2008-2012 is an important document. The plan sets out what needs to be done so the education system ‘steps up’ for Pasifika students. Stepping up the system’s performance for today’s Pasifika students will help provide role models and mentors for future generations of Pasifika learners. Read more at http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/PasifikaEducation/PolicyAndStrategy/PasifikaEducationPlan/PasifikaEducationPlan2008-2012.aspx.  
RTLB regional co-ordinators can now invite members from the Ministry of Education Pasifika team to discuss the plan at regional meetings. For more information please contact Lesieli Tongati’o 04 463 8238 or 027 243 0663 or email

lesieli.tongatio@minedu.govt.nz. 

RTLB may also be interested to read the Pasifika Education Plan: Monitoring Report 2007: http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/series/22967/30841/30843.
The Plan notes that ‘in compulsory education:
· the rate of Pasifika students leaving school with little or no formal attainment has improved and is forecasted to match that of non-Pasifika school leavers by 2010; 

· the age-standardised suspension rates for Pasifika students decreased sharply by 17 percent between 2006 and 2007 after three years of steady increase and may well meet the 2008 target. The forecast is for a Pasifika age-standardised suspension rate of 7.9 per 1,000 students by 2008, close to the target of 7.5 per 1,000 students’ (p5). 

Earlier this year the ministry commissioned a review on the experiences of Pasifika learners in the classroom. The review comments on programmes and discusses what is required for a step up in system performance for Pasifika learners. In many respects the recommendations are consistent with the ten characteristics of quality teaching identified in Alton-Lee’s (2003) best evidence synthesis.

Follow this link to read the Literature review on the experiences of Pasifika learners in the classroom

http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/pasifika_education/22957/27574/2. 
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